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This is a reply/amendment/tetter in the above-identified application and includes the herewith attachment of same date and subject 
which is incorporated hereinto by reference and the signature below is treated as the signature to the attachment in absence of a 
signature thereto. 
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CHARGE STATEMENT : The Commissioner is hereby authorized to change any fee specifically authorized hereafter, or any missing or insufficient fee(s) filed, or asserted to be 
filed, or which should have been filed herewith or concerning any paper filed hereafter, and which may be required under Rules 16-18 (missing or insufficiencies onlvl now or 
hereafter relative to this application and the resulting Official Document under Rule 20, or credit any overpayment, to our Accounting/Order Nos. shown above, for which purpose a 
duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 

This CHARGE STATEMENT does not authorize charge of the issue fee until/unless an issue fee transmittal sheet is 
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Response under 35 USC § 115 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated February 21, 2002, applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration of the above-identified application in view of the following 
amendments and remarks. 



Claims 1 -9 remain active in the application. 

The present invention relates to a method for inhibiting the amount of body weight 
gained normally after an animal eats, by feeding it an effective amount of an encapsulated 
immunoglobulin that binds to lipase. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 USC §112, second paragraph, as being indefinite. 
The Examiner asserts that the claims are incomplete because they do not set forth any 
limitation encompassing what performs the function of inhibiting body weight gain or how 
inhibiting body weight gain is effected. However, the claims do contain such a limitation; it is 
"feeding to an animal an effective amount of a liposome-encapsulated immunoglobulin 
against lipase." This is the physical step that a person must do to effect the claimed result. It 
not necessary to recite a mechanism of action in the claim. Accordingly, withdrawal of this 
rejection is respectfully requested. 
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